BOSTON TEACHERS UNION
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
STATE LEGISLATURE 2022
The Boston Teachers Union is a community of educators that believes all students can succeed and deserve a quality
education that meets their diverse needs. We advocate for justice and equity in the communities we serve and for the
members we represent. As one of the leading urban school districts in the country, we are committed to building on our
professionalism, experience, and teamwork to serve all students in Boston and strengthen our public schools.

____________________________________________________________________________
(Please elaborate for any question beyond yes/no, as needed)
1. The Student Opportunity Act was a landmark education funding bill passed in 2019 that will invest an
additional $1.7 billion per year into public schools across Massachusetts by the time it’s fully
implemented in 2027. How will you support implementation of this law to ensure that our schools are
properly funded?
My budget meetings with Chair Michlewitz always include increased funding for public ed, both K-12,
early, and post-secondary. I oppose broad-based tax cuts that erode at our ability to fund important
public initiatives in public education. I’m an enthusiastic supporter of the Fair Share Amendment (see
below).
2. Our country is currently navigating an educator shortage crisis that has only worsened during the
COVID-19 pandemic. As part of this, we also have a critical need for educators of color, which have been
proven to improve outcomes for all students, in particular students of color.
a. Would you support efforts to create alternative measures of proficiency to the MTEL for
candidates for educator licensure?
Yes
b. What other policies would you advocate for to strengthen our educator pipeline, both for
generating new educators and for retaining existing ones?
With respect to (a), alternative measures of proficiency must ensure professional standards will be met,
and I’m confident that our teachers unions, if given an appropriate seat at the table, will insist on exactly
that.
With respect to (b), reducing the price of public higher education specifically for teachers is a just, lowcost, sensible approach. Reducing the total price for all higher ed students is an important long-term
goal, but in the meantime, we could continue to drive down the cost of training for our public school
teachers. Retention is more challenging – I have no doubt part of the equation is wages, benefits, and
working conditions, circling back to Prop 2 ½. Part, however, comes down to respect: the way in which
administrations talk about teachers, add additional paperwork or other administrative tasks on
teachers, and otherwise treat them as junior partners rather than equal partners in public education
surely takes a toll on morale. There seems to be a troubling trend to reduce planning time rather than
expand it to provide adequate space to prepare for core complex student populations and more
complex lessons. The state government can and must do more for funding Chapter 70 (which continues
to trail inflation), transportation funding, and other mechanisms to support our truly public schools, and
I continue to make that case in the building. At the local level, we’ve got to support operating overrides
to generate the revenue for wages and benefits – I’m the only candidate in my race who has supported
every operating override in the past 15 years with financial donations, significant volunteer efforts, and
the use of my name as a public figure including robocalls. My opponent has not done any of these things
for any operating override in the nearly twenty years he’s lived in Brookline.

3. Currently, the state’s tax system favors corporations and the wealthy. Will you publicly support and vote
yes on the Fair Share Amendment ballot question this November?
Yes
What other changes to our tax system would you support and advocate for to correct this?
I’m opposed to broad-based tax cuts. I’m in favor of increasing taxes on high incomes, both personal,
corporate, and estate.

4. Curriculum that reflects our students’ lived experiences and actively engages them in antiracism is
crucial for students today. We believe that expanding opportunities for students to engage with Ethnic
Studies will allow us to empower them within their communities so they can do better in school,
graduate, and become effective citizens and leaders within their communities. Would you support
legislation that incentivizes districts to develop Ethnic Studies programs?
Yes
5. The COVID-19 pandemic has only made it even more obvious how public authorities have failed to
invest in maintaining and upgrading school facilities for decades. In Boston Public Schools only 35
buildings out of 132 have a full HVAC system, so many of our educators resort to having windows
cracked open to increase ventilation. Our students and staff need every school to have high-quality
facilities. How would you ensure school districts have the resources needed to upgrade school facilities,
including transitioning to sustainable energy sources, in a timely and effective manner?
The MSBA ought to be broadened, to (a) include solar PV for every MSBA project, as a matter of course,
fully funded by the state (or a clean-energy revolving fund under state jurisdiction), and to (b) include
deep HVAC renovations as an MSBA option rather than limit the program to brand new schools.
6. Charter schools in Massachusetts receive public funding for every child educated in their schools. This
funding is taken out of public schools and contributes to the underfunding of public education.
a. Do you support requiring Commonwealth charter schools to meet the same requirements as
traditional public schools, particularly as they relate to access for all students, health and safety
standards, civil rights requirements, academic accountability and financial transparency?
Yes
b. Do you support prohibiting for-profit charter schools?
Yes

c. Do you support keeping the current cap on the number of charter schools?
Yes
With respect to (a), I’ve got a bill to move in that direction, H.718, An Act to ensure charter school
transparency and public accountability. I haven’t gotten traction yet with Chair Peisch, but I will continue
to advocate for this important way for the public to best understand and influence how public dollars
are being used at charter schools.
7. Many of our students, and their families, do not have adequate access to health services, economic
stability, housing stability, and interpretation services. That is why we have been advocating for wraparound services and integrated partnerships through the expansion and support of Hub Community
Schools-a national research-proven model for school supports. Do you support an expansion of funding
for Hub community schools in Boston and in Massachusetts?
Yes

8. What are your thoughts on the state’s MCAS-based school and district accountability system?
a. Will you support the rights of parents to opt out of standardized testing?
Yes
b. Do you support a moratorium on high stakes testing (currently MCAS 2.0)?
Yes
9. There have recently been many suggestions that Boston Public Schools should be placed under
receivership by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Would you support such a
plan? In addition, are you in favor or against top-down state interventions including district receivership,
or “empowerment zone initiatives”? Please expand on your reasons for or against.
My understanding is the metrics being used to judge the BPS demonstrate the Boston schools are doing
substantially better than other school systems in receivership. Mayor Wu is opposed. I won’t say that
there is never a place for receivership, but I really don’t see how BPS is anywhere near that place. An
undemocratic action like receivership should require exceptional circumstances.
10. Many elected officials sign on to PLA’s (Project Labor Agreements), join picket lines, and support private
sector trade unions in various other ways. However, when it comes to Boston schools and other urban
schools, they join business-funded groups championing the conversion of traditional public schools into
non-union schools which do away with collective bargaining rights. What is your opinion on this? What
would you do about this practice?
Stand with teachers.

11. Will you support the right of all workers, including staff at charter schools and daycare providers, to
organize a union and bargain for a contract without interference by employers (i.e. captive audience
meetings, harassment, delays)?
Yes
12. What are your thoughts on the current status of “non-profits” i.e. hospitals and universities who make
PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) payments to cities and towns only on a voluntary basis? What are your
thoughts on a Home Rule Petition for the city of Boston to receive money from PILOTs?
I think we need to differentiate between small, local non-profits and institutions that serve an
international clientele. PILOTs are better than nothing, but nothing’s better than a full partnership to
provide for the needs of our society. I will follow the lead of my Boston colleagues on a Boston HRP on
PILOTs.
13. Do you support funding for increased pre-kindergarten programs in public schools
throughout the state, especially in low-income areas?
Yes
What do you think expanded programming should include?
I’m eager to see the details of what Speaker Mariano and Chair Michlewitz have envisioned for this
budget cycle. Supporting wages to ensure the early-ed teachers are qualified and able to focus on the
children sure seems like a great start.
14. Public employees in Massachusetts, unlike those in other states and the Federal Government, receive an
inadequate pension COLA (cost of living adjustment) and only if voted each year. What will you do to see
that (an) adequate COLA is enacted by the Legislature and signed by the Governor?

As a committee member on the Joint Committee on Public Service, I advocated for exactly that. I’m not
sure why we can’t seem to understand how inflation works sometimes.
15. Do you support common sense gun reform to decrease gun violence in our schools and neighborhoods?
a. Do you support the Extreme Risk Protective Order and closing gun sale loopholes?
Yes
b. Do you support increased investment in community/school safety measures that avoid turning
schools into armed fortresses or arming teachers and other school personnel?
Yes
c. Would you support funding to provide every school with a mental health professional?
Yes
16. The lack of affordable housing in the Boston area has become a crisis. It is putting extreme pressure on
members of our union and on the students and families that we serve, destabilizing our neighborhoods
and our schools.
a. Overall, what do you think the state should do to address this crisis?
b. Would you support home rule petitions by the City of Boston that would protect tenants against
unreasonable evictions, increase funding for affordable housing, or otherwise take city action to
address this crisis?
Likely
c. Would you support lifting the current statewide ban on rent control?
Depends on Format
d. Would you support increasing state funding for affordable housing?
Yes
With respect to (a), the state is making progress. The Housing Choice portion of the Economic Development
bill last session requires minimum housing levels within 0.5 miles of MBTA subway and commuter rail
stations, in an effort to overcome what effectively amounts to NIMBY zoning. The House budget released
this week also increases money to support housing programs, and recent spending has included infusions of
capital into housing authority budgets. Fundamentally, the problem is inadequate supply; to stabilize (and
then reduce) housing prices, we need to build more apartments in and around Boston, especially on higherservice transit corridors. For (b), I will follow the lead of my Boston colleagues, and certainly wouldn’t expect
a bill to come to the floor without their support. Regarding (c), I’m not in support of rent control that isn’t
means tested, such as the rent control Massachusetts eliminated with Question 9 of the 1994 ballot. That
rent control was biased against immigrants, against newcomers to the community, and served to reduce the
quantity of new home construction; it didn’t directly help those most in need of housing support (or in need
at all!). I am open to other forms of rent control, including that proposed by Mayor Wu. I actively support
increasing state funding for affordable housing in conversations with colleagues including Chairs Michlewitz,
Arciero, and Honan.
17. What are your priorities to improve public education for Massachusetts students?
Eliminating charter schools altogether seems like too far a reach (for next session at least), but we ought to
hold charter schools to the same standard we hold public schools to with respect to public input, process,

and transparency, as well as discrimination standards against special needs students and ELLs. I believe we
waste far too many classroom hours on standardized testing such as MCAS. I’m delighted that the House
budget includes $110M for school lunches – the pandemic exposed just how much more we must do to
support students 168 hours a week, so that they arrive to school ready to learn and return to a safe home
where homework and other activities are supported by family and society.

I very much appreciate the BTU’s efforts and believe that a BTU endorsement is important to my district. I
would be honored to be endorsed by the BTU again this election cycle.

